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SUMMONS TO ATTEND 

 
You are hereby summoned to attend a meeting of the AMENITIES AND ECONOMIC 
REGENERATION COMMITTEE to be held at the Town Hall on 6 September 2022 at 6.00 
pm.    
 
The Press and Public are welcome to attend this meeting. Questions and statements will be 
taken from members of the public during the period of time designated for public participation, 
in accordance with the Town Council's Standing Order I (d).  Under the Openness of Local 
Government Bodies Regulations 2014 the council’s public meetings may be recorded, which 
includes filming, audio-recording as well as photography.  
 

AGENDA 
1 Apologies for absence  
2 Declaration of interests 
3 Minutes of the meeting held on 7 June 2022 
4 Public participation - adjournment of 15 minutes for members of the public to speak 

on any item on the agenda 
5 Pump Track presentation 
6 To receive presentation from Cllr King on a play area refurbishment project 
7 Willow Meadows – to discuss suggestions from residents – see attached email 
8 Works for authorisation – see attached report 
9 Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 – Confidential items follow 
10 Confidential items from previous minutes 
 

 
  
Rachel Brown 
Town Clerk 

mailto:klinnington@carterton-tc.gov.uk
http://www.carterton-tc.gov.uk/


CARTERTON TOWN COUNCIL 
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE 

AMENITIES AND ECONOMIC REGENERATION COMMITTEE  
HELD AT THE TOWN HALL ON TUESDAY 7 JUNE 2022 

COMMENCING AT 6.15 PM 
  

Present: Cllr M McBride 
 
Cllr J Bull 
Cllr R Crapper 
Cllr P Handley  
Cllr N Leverton (to Item 11) 
Cllr L Little (to Item 13f) 
Cllr D Wesson 
 

Chair 
 
(ex-officio) 
 
 
(ex-officio) 
 
 
 

In attendance: Cllr K Baldwin 
Two members of the public 
 

 

Absent: Cllr N King 
 

 

Officers: Kay Linnington – Deputy Clerk  
 
 
1 ELECTION OF CHAIR 
 
A nomination was received for Cllr McBride (proposed by Cllr Leverton and seconded by Cllr 
Bull).   
 
Cllr McBride was elected as Chair of the Amenities and Economic Regeneration Committee for 
the year 2022/2023. 
 
2 ELECTION OF VICE-CHAIR 
 
A nomination was received for Cllr Wood (proposed by Cllr Bull and seconded by Cllr 
Leverton).   
 
Cllr Wood was elected as Vice-Chair of the Amenities and Economic Regeneration Committee 
for the year 2022/2023.   
 
3 APOLOGIES 
 
Apologies were received from Cllr Wood. 
 
4 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
There were none. 
 
5 MINUTES 
 
The Minutes of the Meeting held on 10 May 2022, previously circulated, were approved as a 
true record and signed by the Chair.  Cllr Handley asked for his vote against to be recorded. 



6 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 
An adjournment of 15 minutes for members of the public to raise matters on items on the 
agenda: 
 
Michael Brennan, former Town and District Councillor, spoke on the items relating to the 
Alvescot Road Recreation Ground.  He believed a line needed to be drawn under the matter 
of the proposed new pavilion.  There is little point in including a café when Brownes Hall 
facilities could be used.  He suggested that the new Pavilion, future of the bandstand and 
refurbished playground all be considered together as one project.  If the bandstand is removed 
there could be room for a second football pitch. 
 
7 PROJECTS UPDATE 
 
(a) Adoption of unregistered land 
 
Cllr Leverton gave an update.  There is some evidence from original documentation that the 
Council, as Trustees, are responsible for maintenance of the footpath leading from the 
Recreation Ground to Burford Road.  There would be a cost involved if Council want to 
progress with adopting this pathway and this would need to be taken to full Council for 
approval. 
 
(b) Footpath and cycleway proposal 
 
Council was looking into whether to change the footpath leading from Arkell Avenue onto 
Alvescot Road Recreation Ground, currently for pedestrians only, to also allow cyclists.  It was 
generally felt that the pathway was too narrow to accommodate both cyclists and pedestrians.  
It was suggested that advice is sought from the County Council and Cllr Leverton would follow 
this up. 
 
(c) Finger post signage 
 
The Committee were disappointed to hear at the last meeting that the Welcome Back Fund 
had all been used and it was no longer possible to fund the proposed finger post signage.  The 
Deputy Clerk would be meeting with Emma Phillips and Will Barton on 29 June 2022 to discuss 
this further. 
 
(d) Garden project – adjacent St John’s School 
 
Cllr McBride gave an update on the proposed creation of a small garden and path on land 
adjacent to St John’s Primary School that is owned by the Town Council.  Several options were 
being considered, including keeping the existing footpath that has been generated by people’s 
natural footfall across the area; planting eight trees, one for each of the Year groups at the 
school; installation of benches; raised flowerbeds instead of benches, to be planted with 
sensory planting in mind; a wildflower meadow.  The ideas would be presented to the School 
for the children to consider which option they preferred.  This would then go before full 
Council to consider funding.   
 
Carterton U3A, that meets at the Community Centre, have expressed a possible interest in 
helping to fund some of the trees.   



Cllr Little said that the £350 earmarked towards a community garden project, referred to at 
the last meeting, could be incorporated into this project.  Two other schools, Carterton 
Primary and Gateway, have been given seeds/plants as part of a project funded by Cherwell 
Collective to grow vegetables for Carterton Community Foodbank.  
 
8 RECREATION/PLAYGROUND REFURBISHMENT 
 
Cllr King had asked for this item to be put on the agenda.  The item was deferred to the next 
meeting. 
 
9 ARRG BANDSTAND 
 
The future of the Bandstand had been raised at the Annual Town Meeting held on 18 May 
2022.  A discussion took place.  On the positive side, it is one of the best bandstands in West 
Oxfordshire with good acoustics; the design was chosen by young people; valued by youth 
workers as a place for youngsters to sit and meet; and when it has been used for band concerts 
it has proved very successful.  Alternatively, it has not been used to its full potential and is 
located in the middle of the Recreation Ground where perhaps the space could be better used. 
 
The general feeling was that residents should have a say before any decision is made. 
 
10 ARRG WORKING GROUP 
 
All members of the Town Council are Trustees of the ARRG.  A Working Group had been 
formed when Cllr Mead became Mayor in 2018 to discuss the future of the existing pavilion 
building.  The Deputy Clerk would put together a set of aims and objectives for the Working 
Group for the next meeting. 
 
11 TOWN CENTRE INSPECTIONS UPDATE 
 
Cllr McBride had hoped to hold the first inspection of the Town Centre after this meeting, but 
an officer with knowledge of the issues was not available on this occasion.  A date would be 
arranged in due course. 
 
12 THE DELL 
 
Cllr King had requested that this item be put on the agenda, to encourage ideas on how The 
Dell could be improved for use by everyone.  It was suggested that the Deputy Clerk arrange 
a site visit. 
 
13 WORKS FOR AUTHORISATION 
 
(a) TiksPac (Now Eco Green Communities) Contract   
 
In 2017 the Town Council signed up with TiksPac.   This was an environmental concept 
whereby stations for the free distribution of dog waste bags are placed at selected locations, 
such as footpaths, parks, recreation grounds and other public areas.  The TiksPac station is 
made from high quality Annealed Steel and the bags are 100% biodegradable.  The Council 
hoped it would encourage more residents to clean up after their dogs and ten stations were 
placed in our worst affected locations. 



Due to the impact of Covid, Eco Green Communities have now changed their business strategy 
which means we are no longer in a contract and will have to purchase the bags moving 
forward.  It is estimated that each station uses one box of 2,500 bags per year.  The boxes cost 
£69 plus VAT each.  The Committee was asked to consider whether to continue to supply bags 
for these stations or prefer to have all of them removed. 

The Committee felt that the stations were no longer providing good value for money and 
RECOMMEND to Council that this service is withdrawn and the stations are removed. 
 
(b) Pump Track for the front of the Skate Park 
 
The Town Council have been approached by two Year 8 boys who live in Carterton and would 
like to build a Pump Track on the unused green space at the front of the Skate Park.  Details 
of their email correspondence was circulated to the Committee with the Agenda.  The 
Committee was asked whether to take this idea forward. 
 
The Committee was very pleased that the two youngsters had contacted the Council with their 
ideas and asked the Deputy Clerk to invite the two youngsters to the next meeting to present 
their ideas to the committee. 
 
(c) Willow Meadows Car Park 
 
Once the new height restriction barrier has been installed, there is a need to stop vehicles 
driving around it on the grass.  A quote has been sought for a large boulder, which would be 
delivered and installed using a HIAB lorry, at a cost of £145 plus VAT. 
 
It was felt that further investigation was needed before a decision could be made and asked 
officers to ascertain whether setting the barrier back further to allow more turning room for 
vehicles would alleviate the problem and whether making it wider would avoid the need for 
the additional boulder. 
 
(d) Alvescot Road Recreation Ground – Annual maintenance of Football pitch 
 
The annual maintenance is now due and can be scheduled between the Funfair on 13 June 
and Carterton Carnival on 27 August.  Areas that need to be re-seeded will have to be 
cordoned off, which includes the two goal mouths and the area in front of the gate by the 
front of Brownes Hall.  Quote includes, rotovating, filling with topsoil, seeding, fertilizer and 
regular watering until growth established, at a cost of £661.92. 
 
The Committee RECOMMEND that Council approve the annual maintenance as detailed 
above. 
 
(e) Willow Meadows – Bench  
 
The last remaining wooden bench at Willow Meadows is in a poor state of repair and either 
needs attention or replacement.  To replace it with a Glasdon Elwood Enviropol Recycled 
Material bench (to match the benches we already have around the town and at Willow 
Meadows), the cost would be £741.42 plus VAT. 

The Committee would like to carry out a site visit to see if there were any improvements that 
could be made to the Meadows.  Whilst in favour of replacing the bench, the Committee 



deferred a decision until after the site visit, as there may be other places where a bench would 
be beneficial, bearing in mind there may be a reduction in price if more than one is purchased.     

(f) Trefoil Way Playground – Broken Safety surface 

The safety surface under a swing at Trefoil Way has been vandalised.  A quote for repair has 
been received, at a cost of £325 plus VAT. 

The Committee RECOMMEND that Council approve the repair to the safety surface as detailed 
above.   

In the longer term, the prevention of vandalism would need to be invested further.  Cllr Bull 
updated the Committee that the CCTV monitoring system in West Oxfordshire is being looked 
at and the camera on ARRG has been updated with a 360 degree camera with better night 
vision.  It was felt that more cameras were needed in the town and that the cost should be in 
proportion to the amount of cameras provided. 

(g) Baldwin Mews – Parking 

Baldwin Mews is a private road leading to Swinbrook Road Recreation Ground, the Squash 
Club and the Scout Hall.  It was built on land sold to developers by Carterton Town Council on 
the site of the old swimming pool.  A car park was installed at the end of the Mews for visitors 
to the existing facilities.  An ongoing issue for residents in Baldwin Mews has been visitor 
parking when the car park is full and drivers park with no consideration to the residents. 

Now the warmer weather has arrived and visitor parking has increased, complaints have once 
again been raised.  There is scope to enable more parking at the front of the Squash Club by 
installing specialist matting on the grass, which could act as an overflow carpark.  The 
Committee was asked to consider whether this should be taken forward as a project. 

The Committee were reluctant to recommend this, as the Swinbrook Road Recreation Ground 
is a valuable green space for residents and there may be strong negative reactions to using 
part of it for parking.  If the car park was extended, it would need to be enclosed by fencing 
to prevent is spreading onto the rest of the grass. 

It was suggested that it is put on the Council’s Facebook page that the Council is looking at 
ways to improve the parking situation in Baldwin Mews and, whilst no decision has been 
made, this is one idea that has been put forward. 

14 PUBLIC BODIES (ADMISSION TO MEETINGS) ACT 1960 
 
RESOLVED that as publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest by reason of the 
confidential nature of the business to be transacted, the Press and Public be excluded from 
the Meeting.  Confidential item follows. 
 
  



CONFIDENTIAL 
 
 
15 CONFIDENTIAL ITEMS FROM MINUTES OF LAST MEETING 
 
The confidential items from the Minutes of the Meeting held on 17 May 2022, previously 
circulated, were approved as a true record and signed by the Chair. 
 
 
 
The Meeting ended at 7.30 pm.  
 
 
 
 

            Chair 



Dear Rachel, 
 
It was good to bump into you and the Mayor walking with the BBOWT representative 
last week. As I said, we have been intending to write to you about Willow Meadow 
for some time.  
 
For many years we have, like a great many residents of Carterton, enjoyed walking 
daily in the meadow. It is great to see the pathways and decking finally being 
repaired. The Covid outbreak has increased the use of the meadow by many people 
other than the dog walkers and reminded everyone what a valued area it is for 
Carterton. I wrote to you last year asking about the management plan for the 
meadow but received no reply. However, we were relieved that the cut grass was 
removed and it is great to hear that you are planning to apply for conservation status. 
We think that the meadow could be improved both for wildlife and as a resource for 
the community.  
 
These ideas are not fully thought through, but our suggestions include  
• better protection of the water table and wetland which has attracted little egrets in 

recent years 
• a wildlife area, with sympathetic play area for children and seating area for those 

who want to enjoy the peace and quiet 
• preservation and maintenance of areas to walk dogs and the ‘track’ for joggers, 

walkers, prams and wheelchairs etc.  
• extension of the boardwalk to reduce trampling during the winter  
We remember when you had to climb over the tree to cross the river and being able 
to walk right round all year is a valued amenity!  
 
However, we are concerned that the diversity of flora and fauna has declined over 
recent years so it would be good to have BBOWT involved in the conservation as 
well as conducting surveys. We are aware that these things cost money so perhaps 
you could consider financing it with a portable coffee hut? Or offering the opportunity 
for a charity (to be determined each year) to run a coffee hut to swell their charitable 
funds. 
 
We would welcome the opportunity to talk to you after the summer holidays if you 
are interested in our ideas and we would be keen to join a “Friends” group if such a 
thing was set up.  
 



Works for Authorisation – 6 September 2022 
 
Replacement of Boiler – Streatfield House 

Following the annual gas inspections of Town Council buildings, it was recommended that the 
boiler which was installed approximately thirty-five years ago should be replaced.  

Drain down and disconnect existing gas boiler and redundant pipework and remove from site. 
Supply and fit Glow Worm Energy 12kw system boiler complete with horizontal flue. 
 
Option 1 COST:  £2,125.00 + VAT 

Option 2 COST: £2,488.00 + VAT 

Option 3 COST: £2,147.50 + VAT    

 

Tree work – 56 Bracken Close  

Following an inspection from the tree surgeon of these Town Council trees, the recommendation 
is that the following be carried out. 

1. Norway maple – Closes tree to No. 60 Remove x2 lower branches overhanging cul-de-sac 
Remove x3 lower branches to east overhanging property driveway Remove deadwood, 
sever climbing Ivy at base of tree and clear from stem to 2 metres high Remove adjacent 
saplings from around base of tree. 
 

2. Ash – Centre tree Remove lower deadwood Sever climbing Ivy at base of tree and clear 
from stem to 2 metres high. 
 

3. Norway maple – Closes tree to No. 56 Remove limb to north overhanging street headlamp 
Remove branch to north-west and prune remaining north facing side of crown where 
necessary Sever climbing Ivy at base of tree and clear from stem to 2 metres high. 

COST:  £600.00 + VAT 

   

Tree work – ARRG 

PCSO Richard O’Connor reported that trees are obscuring CCTV camera view of benches where 
youths visit to smoke dubious substances etc.  The tree surgeon recommends the following be 
carried out. 

1. Whitebeam & Cherry Prune branch spread overhanging footpath back to hedge line. 
2. Multi-stemmed Sycamore Remove low and subsiding branches overhanging footpath to 

approximately 7 metres high. 
3. Cherry group (x3 trees) Raise canopy height of group overhanging footpath to approximately 

4.5 metres high Prune remaining spread overhanging footpath back to verge closes to car 
park Sever climbing Ivy at base of tree and remove from stems to a height of 2 metres. 

COST:  £700.00 + VAT 

 

 



Replacement bench for Willow Meadows 

The last remaining wooden bench at Willow Meadows needs attention or replacing.   

See picture below: 

 

To replace with a Glasdon Elwood Enviropol Recycled Material bench (to match the benches we 
already have around the town and at Willow Meadows) 

COST   £741.42 plus VAT 

 

Installation of a new bench at Pampas Play Area 

Installation of a small bench being sited on the play park.  It would get more use if there was 
somewhere for mum/dads, grandparents etc to rest while supervising the children. 
The tree gives a nice shaded area for the bench to be positioned. 
 

 

COST   £741.42 plus VAT 
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